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being that in place of the skins brushwood and* turf are placed
over the framework. Others adopt a more settled mode of
life, and during the winter return each year to a definite
settlement, a small; village* composed of huts built half below
the ground.
In the extreme north there are such settlements in the true
Tundra zone, where one may meet people who have never
seen a living tree. For the construction of huts and sledges
driftwood is collected from the rivers. There is not sufficient
fodder for reindeer, so that only dogs are used, and without
the aid of the dog human life would be impossible. Fish can
be obtained almost everywhere, and provides food for both
man and dog. The skin of the white fox provides the only
source of income. Beef is unknown to these people, and bread
is very rarely eaten. Reindeer meat is purchased from those
tribes which possess reindeer, and a favourite dish is a sort of
pudding made from congealed blood.
In the lower part of the Indigirka valley about four or five
hundred people live in this manner. Trapping is carried on
within a radius of a hundred miles of the settlement, the traps
being set about half a mile apart. They are visited usually
four times a year. Each visit entails a journey by dog-sledge
of several weeks, in all kinds of weather.
The autumn is a most important season. The snow is thick,
and has not had time to consolidate. Consequently the fox
tends to sink into the snow when pursued and cannot make
good progress when he attempts to elude his pursuers. It is
for this reason that hunting rather than trapping is the autumn
occupation. The fur of the fox is particularly white, light,
and thick, at this time, and upon the success of the hunting
depends the possibility of being able to purchase tobacco, tea,
and even such luxuries as sugar, during the remainder of the
year. The Yakuts usually come down from their homes in
the upper reaches of the valleys during October, riding their
reindeer in the hunt.
Chains of fur-trading co-operatives are established along
the valleys, while along the tracks between one valley and
another, or between one trading station and another (the